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The Blackhawk Family

La Familia Blackhawk

Central Office Hours
7:30 A.M. — 4:00 P.M.

Office will be closed if there are
extreme weather conditions.

Horario de la oficina del Superintendiente: 
Lunes a Viernes 7:30 A.M. — 4:00 P.M.

Esta oficina estara cerrado si las
condiciones del tiempo son muy severas.
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FENNVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS FOR 2016-17

Dates, Times, and Locations of Board Meetings

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
President, David Johnson
Vice President, Tobias Hutchins
Secretary, Juliet Michele
Treasurer, Julio Almanza

Trustee, Jayson Hicks
Trustee, John Raak
Trustee, Manuel Sanchez

The Board of Education does not discriminate on the 
basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, dis-
ability, or age in its programs, activities or employment 
practices. Further, it is the policy of this District to pro-
vide an equal opportunity for all students, regardless 
of race, color, creed, age, disability, religion, gender, 
ancestry, national origin, place of residence within the 
boundaries of the District, or social or economic back-
ground, to learn through the curriculum offered in this 
District.

Direct questions to Civil Rights Officer,
Corey Harbaugh

Dear Parents and District Residents:

All regular meetings are held on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room 
located at 5 Memorial Drive, Fennville, MI 49408.
All special meetings and work sessions will be scheduled as necessary. Upon request 
to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a person 
with disabilities to participate in this meeting.
For questions, please contact (269) 561-7331.
* Budget hearing to precede the regular meeting at 6:30pm

We hope you enjoy this issue of the Fennville Pride that focuses our “Blackhawk 
Family” and the many great things they are doing!  Our innovative programming 
continues to expand, and we appreciate the tremendous support provided by our 
community!

Please also take a few moments to review the important election information lo-
cated on page three of this newsletter.  This year’s annual 18-mill renewal request 
on non-homestead property will be on the ballot during the May 2 special election.  
We are grateful for your support through the years, and encourage you to look for 
this ballot question during the May election. 

Your participation is also requested as the Board of Education considers the many 
facility needs facing our district.  It is hard to believe that nearly thirteen years have 
passed since the last bond issue was authorized!  The Board is seeking community 
input through a survey available on the district website as it plans for both im-
mediate and long-range needs.  The investments made in our facilities enable us 
to continue building on the excellent programs already in place here in Fennville.  
More information on the survey can be found on the next page.

We are very excited to announce the creation of our Fennville Public Schools “Dis-
tinguished Alumni” program, designed to showcase outstanding Fennville gradu-
ates in their work after high school.  These success stories can truly inspire our next 
generation of students as they go out into the world.  Please see the related article 
on page 15 for information on how you can nominate a deserving alumnus.

Providing outstanding opportunities for students is always our top priority!  Please 
be sure to come by often and see the “Blackhawk Family” in action!

Dirk Weeldreyer
Superintendent

Central Office: Superintendent
5 Memorial Drive Dirk Weeldreyer
 (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Elementary School: Principal, Albert Lombard
8 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7236
 Fax (269) 561-7271

Middle School: Principal, Kim Zdybel
1 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7341
 Fax (269) 561-2143

High School: Principal, Jim Greydanus
4 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7241
 Fax (269) 561-6901

Special Education: Director, Lori Chapman
5 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Director of  
Teaching/Learning: Corey Harbaugh
5 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7331
 Fax: (269) 561-5792

Migrant/Bilingual: Secretary, Alice Rodriguez
5 Memorial Drive  (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Adult Ed: Mitch Overway
5 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Food Service: Director, George Siedis  
 8 North Street (269) 561-7231
 Fax (269) 561-2356

Facilities: Director, Jon Carr
5 Memorial Drive (269) 561-4832
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Transportation: Director, John Schlack 
3 Memorial Drive (269) 561-8131
 Fax (269) 561-5636

Athletics Director, Frank Marietta
 (269) 561-7241
 Fax (269) 561-6901

Community  Frank Marietta
Athletic Center: (269) 561-2708
 (269) 561-6901

Website: www.fennville.org
Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/fennvillepublicschools

Monday, February 20, 2017
Monday, March 20, 2017
Monday, April 17, 2017

Monday, May 15, 2017
Monday, June 19, 2017*
Monday July 17, 2017
Monday August 21, 2017

Monday, September 18, 2017
Monday, October 17, 2017
Monday, November 20, 2017
Monday, December 18, 2017



COMMUnitY 3

  The Fennville Public Schools Board of Education adopted a 
resolution at its January meeting to refinance a portion of the 
district’s bond issue debt, an action that will save taxpayers 
more than $1 million over the next seventeen years.

  School board members unanimously approved the refinance 
of bonds first issued in 2004, the third time since the issuance 
of the bonds that the district has saved taxpayers money 
through refinancing. In 2012, the district refinanced $14 mil-
lion, saving taxpayers $1.8 million, and this followed a similar 
district action in 2007.

  Fennville Public Schools Superintendent Dirk Weeldreyer said 
that the district’s strong financial position and favorable credit 
rating helped secure the savings.

  “We found ourselves in a very strong financial position to re-
finance these bonds,” Weeldreyer said. “As a result of the pre-
vious refinancing action taken by the Board and the ongoing 
growth in property values across the district, the millage rate 
on the 2004 bond issue has already been reduced from the 

originally authorized 5.61 mills down to the current rate of 
4.45 mills.” 

  “Another key factor in the remarkable savings realized 
through this refinancing is the district’s excellent A+ credit 
rating as established by the credit rating agency, Standard & 
Poor’s,” he said. “This really helped us establish a favorable po-
sition in the bond market.” 

  Board President Dave Johnson said that school board trust-
ees view responsible stewardship of taxpayer money as their 
highest priority.

  “When I talk to community members they tell me they are 
happy to support our school as long as we are responsible 
with their money,” Johnson said. “We take that obligation se-
riously. In 2004 we asked the community to pay for a new el-
ementary school and community center, and since that time 
we have taken advantage of market conditions that save tax-
payers money. We are so pleased to provide tax savings to our 
community.” 

Bond Refinance Saves Taxpayers More than $1 Million

*The 18-Mill Renewal Results In No Tax Increase for Local Residents*

What is the ballot proposal?
A “Yes” vote restores the millage to the rate of 18 mills as annually 
voted by the Fennville residents. This is a one-year renewal of the 
18 mills on business/vacation property only. FPS is required by law 
to seek this renewal in order to avoid a detrimental loss of revenue.
Does the 18 mills apply to the taxes on my home?
The 18 mills do NOT affect the property taxes homeowners pay 
on their own residence or any agriculture property.  It only applies 
to vacation property, second homes and businesses.
Why the 18-Mill Renewal?
In 1995, Fennville residents first approved the 18-mill levy on 
non-homestead property as was required by Proposal A. Last year, 

Fennville residents again approved an operating millage of 18 mills 
for one year. Many surrounding school districts also renew the 18 
mills on an annual basis.
Does every Michigan school need to ask for this 18 mills?
Yes, if they wish to receive full funding. Without it, a district would 
face a reduction from the State in the student foundation grant.
What happens if the proposal fails?
Fennville Public Schools would lose over $2.0 million in operating 
revenue. This would result in drastic programming cuts for students.

Non-Homestead Millage Renewal Election 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017

PLEASE VOTE ON TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2017 AT 
YOUR TOWNSHIP HALL OR CITY PRECINCT!

The Fennville Public Schools Board of Edu-
cation is asking for community input as they 
consider the facility needs of the District.  
Working with GMB Architecture, the district 
has developed a survey that will allow com-
munity members to provide input on facility 
needs, and priorities for growth and devel-
opment.

According to Board President Dave Johnson, 
board members understand that providing 
the highest quality education for students 
includes an ongoing consideration of the 
classrooms, grounds, technology, and other 
resources of the school district.  “We’re al-

ways looking to see how we can better serve 
students and our community.  That includes 
taking a look at our current and future facility 
needs,” Johnson said.  “The Board knows that 
with aging buildings, we need to make sure 
our facilities are always safe, secure, and me-
chanically sound.  Most of the infrastructure 
in the high school is forty years old, and we 
need to make sure it’s up to date.”

The survey is available on the district web-
page and at district offices.  Johnson hopes 
as many community members as possible 
will participate in the survey process.

“Because the school district is the most im-
portant community resource in Fennville, 
we need to make sure we have listened to as 
many people as possible,” he said.  “This sur-
vey is an opportunity for important commu-
nity input as we think about what’s next for 
our schools and students.”

PLEASE TAKE THE SURVEY AT
WWW.FENNVILLE.ORG, or contact the 

Central Office for a paper copy and more 
information.

Community Input Sought on Facility Needs



This school year several new or continued 
programs are allowing kids to develop academic 
and artistic interests after school in a variety of 
enrichment opportunities.

Music teacher Brianna Clark began a chorale 
group, and more than sixty kids have joined to 
sing after school one day per week. The group 
also performed at Golden Orchards, at the 
Goose Festival parade, at the Holiday Sing in De-
cember, and will perform at various other public 
programs throughout the year, including the 
Spring Concert and a home basketball game.

Art Teacher Michelle Brink is working with art 
students after school, helping grow the skill and 
talent of students interested in visual arts. Her 
goal is to both raise the interest of students in 
visual arts, but also to give students the creative 
outlet that great arts programs provide.

Fifth grade teacher Chad VanderMeulen is once 
again working with upper elementary students 
in a Lego Robotics program that includes 

developing computer skills, engineering and 
problem solving, and working in teams to create 
a working robot. The group plans to compete 
with their robot at a public event in Fennville, 
and also in an Allegan County event.

Jessie Gierucki is working with talented 

bilingual upper elementary students in a 
computer-based program that includes 
writing, blogging, and computer-based 
problem solving.

Once again the popular Battle of the Books 
program is underway, and students are reading 
and getting ready to compete in the quiz-based 
competitions which will get underway very 
soon.

All of these programs are part of the goals 
parents, teachers and Principal Albert Lombard 
have to expand the learning opportunities for 
Fennville Elementary students. For Lombard, 
it’s about really pushing his students to grow.

“I am very excited about our new offerings at 
the Elementary this year,” Lombard said. “We 
are able to open up the minds of our students 
by exposing them to a variety of experiences 
from science and engineering to art and design. 
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Elementary Programs Develop Smarts and Talent

Reading Buddies

Studies show that when older kids read to younger kids, both ages of 
students improve in their reading abilities. Across the Fennville school 

district, older kids often read to younger kids, such as in the elementary and 
middle school reading buddies programs.

FES art teacher Michelle Brink works with 
students in an after school art club to develop 

artistic talents.
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The Fennville Elementary Chorale has performed for the public 
multiple times already this school year, including to hundreds of 
parents and other students at the annual holiday sing in December.

Reading Buddies

   Book Trust, a successful, popular reading 
program based in Denver, CO, has made 
Fennville Elementary the first school in 
Michigan to join its national network.”

  Book Trust has a mission of Inspiring Kids’ 
Passion for Reading, and they do this by 
giving each student in identified grades the 
opportunity to shop for and purchase their 
own books each month. The program will 
provide $7 per student each month to select 
and purchase books, which then become the 
student’s books to keep. For the rest of the 
2016-17 school year, Book Trust will provide 
the opportunity to students in Kindergarten 
through grade 3. The program hopes to 
expand next year to include all elementary 
school grades.

  According to the Book Trust website (www.
booktrust.org), the focus on book choice and 
ownership is deliberate. Studies referenced 
on the website show “that children are much 
more likely to read books that they choose, 
and having books in home libraries has proven 
long-term benefits.”

  Most importantly, Book Trust shows this 
approach really works. “Over a school year, 
the percentage of Book Trust students reading 
at grade level jumps from 31 percent to 59 
percent” (Source: Book Trust website).
Fennville Elementary School was selected to 
become the first Book Trust school in Michigan 
when former Book Trust board member Chuck 
Pappalardo moved to Fennville with his wife 
Sally to become innkeepers at the Kingsley 
House Bed & Breakfast. New to town, Chuck 
was interested in ways to support the school 

district, and he saw the need and the fit to 
bring Book Trust to Fennville.
  “When I talked to my friends at Book Trust in 
Denver about the need and opportunity to 
bring the program to Fennville, they saw right 
away the opportunity and the fit,” Pappalardo 
said. “I was so pleased they took Fennville into 
the program right away.”

  Pappalardo met with Principal Albert Lombard, 
and learned that Fennville Elementary has 
been pushing an “uncompromising focus on 
reading” for several years as part of the West 
Michigan Reading Now Network. Lombard 
described this next opportunity through Book 
Trust to let students buy their own books, and 
to keep those books, is a potential life changer.
“I am so excited, and the teachers are so 
excited, to share this opportunity with our 
students,” Lombard said. “For students to be 
able to look at and choose two or three books 
every month, it’s going to change the way 
they think about themselves as readers. The 
books kids choose are going to be permanent 
parts of their libraries and their lives. It’s going 
to motivate and inspire readers in a new and 
powerful way.”

“Book Trust is just getting us started in a new 
relationship with student readers,” Lombard 
said. “We see so many new possibilities ahead 
of us as we look to grow and expand the 
opportunities to students to become lifelong 
readers.”

  For questions or to help support the program, 
please contact Fennville Elementary School 
Principal Albert Lombard.

Or that special adult in your life…

Friday, March 17th, 2017 • 5:30pm – 7:30pm
Fennville Elementary School Cafeteria

$10 per Daddy (no charge for Daughters)

Music, Dancing &
Everlasting Memories

Book Trust Partners with FES to Build 
Student Libraries & Passion for Reading

Each year Fennville’s 5th graders do a musical 
theatre unit with their music class. The 
purpose of this unit is not only to learn about 
all of the numerous talents that make up a 
musical, but also to help the 5th graders “put 
on” our Elementary’s musical themed talent 
show.

The musical we have chosen to focus on this 
year is Rogers’ and Hammerstein’s “Cinderella”. 

In conjunction to what we are learning in the 
classroom we are also planning a field trip to 
go and see Cinderella at Miller Auditorium.  
On this trip to Miller Auditorium, students will 
also receive a tour of Kalamazoo College and 
the Western Michigan University’s Campus. 

The goal of this field trip will be to emphasize 
that there are many ways for people to excel 
in the performing arts and allow students 
to start thinking about whether or not 
they could see a future for themselves in 
secondary education. We want to encourage 
students to dream a dream and learn about 
how to make it a reality.

If you’d like to bring more magic to the music 
room, please think about donating to our 
cause. Each student is being asked to pay 
a field trip fee of $40.00 for ticket and their 
meal at Western Michigan University.  If you 
are interested in sponsoring a 5th grader’s 
trip, please contact Ms. Clark at bclark@
fennville.org or 269.561.7231x4260.

Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo! 
Let’s see what our 5th 

Graders can do!
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Middle School Basketball – 
Family starts now

Fennville Middle School can proudly boast 
of two undefeated boys basketball teams 
this year. Both the 7th and 8th grade teams 
finished with perfect records of 11-0.  That is 
quite an accomplishment and something to be 
very proud of.

Dayton Grigg Martinez, a 7th grader, stated, “It 
was really exciting, every game getting closer 
to our goal”. From buzzer beaters to blow out 
victories, the 2016 basketball season had it all.
Varsity Coach Joe Rodriguez referred to the 
Fennville Basketball program as a “family”. 
Rodriguez states, “We try to do as much 
together as possible. We have team dinners on 
a weekly basis. At our youth camps, all of the 
players are expected to attend and help serve 
as Camp Coaches. We know that being role 
models to our younger players is an important 
role.”

Grigg Martinez has watched the varsity games 
for a while and this year he enjoys seeing his 
older brother Julian play his last year for the 
Blackhawks. “It’s fun to watch and think that 
maybe I could be there one day” he said.
The middle school program is just the 
beginning on a journey to being a varsity 
athlete. The journey takes hard work, hours of 
practice and a love of the game. 

Coach Rodriguez also wants his players to 
give back to a community which supports 
them. Fennville Basketball participates in a 
few activities each year where they get off the 
courts and work with others.

“Each fall, the team will rake leaves for various 
members of the community. It’s a great way 
to get the program out into the community 
and to give back. Also, during Christmas time, 
we help at a local church to prepare boxes 
for their annual food drive. We appreciate the 
opportunities that our community provides for 
us” says Rodriguez.

Finishing a season without a loss is great. Being 
a basketball family is amazing!

MS Honor Roll - 2nd Quarter
6th Grade- Principals
List (All A’s)
Austin Achterhof
Lucas Achterhof
Anthony Calderon
Nathan Griffin
Cydney MacDonald
Autumn Rosencrans
Joseph Skerbeck

6th Grade- Honor Roll 
(A’s & B’s)
Michael Adams
Phillippe Clark
MacKenzie Dalton
Joselyn Diaz
Francis Garcia
Jennifer Garcia
Jessica Garcia
Bryton Gimbel
Wendy Gonzalez
Immanol Chavez-Hernandez
Sarah King
Madison Mcallister
Jordan Nead
Benjamin Onken
Yami Osorio
Benjamin Peterson
Abigail Reyes
Rosalio Ruiz
Claudia Suarez
Victoria Torres
Jaydon Vogel

7th grade Principal 
List (All A’s)
Jose Delgado
Vivianna Espino

Jose Guzman
Megan Johnson
Jaylee Perrin
Sarah Pitts
Anna Roa
Ava Rosema
Jeffery VanderKuyl
Annabelle Vanderscheer

7th grade Honor Roll
(A’s & B’s)
Itzel Alvarez
Alejandro Corrales Arredondo
Corey Callejas
Courtney Dewulf
Noemy Fernandez
Adrianna Flores
Dayton Martinez Grigg
Abigayle Hopkins
Calyssa Howard
Madison Hoyt
Natalie Latchaw
Gabriel Martin
Alex Martinez
Carter Mokma
Isaiah Nyland
Abigail Rodriguez
Mireya Salinas 
Kyrie Scholten
Dylan Schut
Isabelle Warnock

8th Grade Principal’s
List (All A’s)
Becky Ajcuc
Ashly Bernedict
Ulises Diaz
Stephanie Knight

Colton Maccune
Caylee MacDonald
Jonathan Mendoza
Cian Ortega
Everardo Salamanca
Luis Vidal

8th Grade Honor Roll
(A’s & B’s)
Maritza Aguilar
Fred Estrada- Arriola 
Christian Augustyniak
Sonny Carrizales Jr. 
Jade DeBoer
Easton DeRoo
Genesis Echevarria
Rogelio Esparza
Cruz Calederon-Flores
Vanessa Guerra
Monica Garcia-Lopez
Samantha Martin
Karina Martinez
Lizeth Martinez
Eduardo Mendoza
Christian Huynh-Mendoza
Cielo Morales
Ryan Nolan
Brody Peterson
Monserrat Pinon
Jesus Martinez-Rosas
Arelly Sanchez
Juan Sanchez
Julissa Soriano
Tanner Tabor
Jennifer Martinez Torres
Katlynn Trevino
Bailey Winsemius
Andrew Zachery

Please join us at Fennville Elementary for
the 2017 Literacy Night Program:
Reading Is Our Superpower

Tuesday, March 21, 6:30pm - 8:00 pm
 There will be programming, free books, snacks, and opportunities to 
visit classrooms and see our special guests: Actual Superheroes!

When: Monday, March 20 2017
Where: 2373 53rd St. Fennville, MI
Time: 5:00pm - 7:00pm
All proceeds will be going to help

VFW Riders of the Fennville VFW Post #7911
will be hosting a

TACO DINNER

“PrOJeCt Grad Bash” - Class of 2017
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  The Fennville Middle School chapter of the 
National Junior Honor Society inducted six 
new members this year at a ceremony held 
in November, bringing the total number to 
nineteen. 

  The program has moved into the second 
year at the middle school in an effort to 
distinguish those students committed at 
the highest levels to the high ideals of the 
honor society.

  Congratulations to the six new inductees 
to Fennville’s chapter of NJHS!  Martitza 
Aguilar, Ashly Benedict, Brody Peterson, 
Carter Mokma, Jaylee Perrin and Ava 
Rosema joined the current thirteen 

members on November 1, 2016.

  All members must maintain a 3.0 grade 
point average or above, exhibit exceptional 
leadership skills, volunteer at least twenty 
hours, participate in at least two group 
service projects, and engage in activities 
that demonstrate integrity.  

Already this school year, NJHS students have 
volunteered their babysitting services for 
the FPS holiday party, helped with tutoring 
and study tables, and partnered with FMS 
Student Council for the annual food drive.  
They will continue this collaboration by 
helping with the lock-in event this winter.

National Junior Honor Society National Junior Honor Society at 
Fennville Middle School Adds Six New Members

Students inducted into Fennville Middle School’s Chapter 
of the National Junior Honor Society in a ceremony in 
November were welcomed by NJHS officers. Elijah Sauceda 
(speaking) describes the qualities of an NJHS student while 
Ryan Nolan lights a candle to symbolize that quality.

  Every year the 8th grade class provides the 
opportunity for students to take what many 
describe later as a life-changing trip when 
they head off during spring break to visit 
Washington DC to learn about history while 
visiting historic sites. And every year 8th grade 
students have an opportunity to express their 
excitement about the trip in a formal essay 
that is submitted and judged in a writing 
contest to earn scholarship money for the trip.
  Each essay was judged by four staff 
members to determine the top three student 

submissions. The top three essayists were 
awarded scholarship money to help pay for 
their trip to Washington DC, as follows:

• 1st place $400 winner- Lizeth Martinez
• 2nd place $200 winner – Caylee MacDonald
• 3rd place $100 winner – Anna Nauta
(Also pictured: 8th Grade social studies teacher – Laura Lesiewicz)

Congratulations to all who submitted an essay. 
Every student who participated received a 
small scholarship to be applied to the trip.

8th Graders Shine in Essay Contest, Win Scholarships

Middle school is an important time of discovery for kids exploring 
who they are, and programs at Fennville Middle School are designed 
to give kids opportunities to discover academic and personal 
interests, both inside and outside the classroom.

In the classroom students encounter increasingly rigorous subjects, 
and opportunities to demonstrate their learning in various ways, 
such as projects, papers, and performances. From entering middle 
school in sixth grade and encountering hands on science projects 
in Mrs. DeWyse’s classroom, to the no-fail math attitude of Mr. 
Walsh’s seventh grade math program, to chances to earn high school 
credit while in eighth grade in Spanish or Algebra 1, middle school 

students grow a great deal in Fennville Middle School classrooms 
and leave middle school very different as students than the ones 
who entered after elementary school.”

Outside the classroom students can pursue other passions. From 
athletic programs that introduce students to interscholastic 
competition and the proud Blackhawk tradition, to arts and musical 
opportunities they enrich students while letting them express 
themselves, each student is given multiple opportunities to explore 
and develop passions and talents that will influence the people they 
grow into in high school and beyond.

These photos are just a small sample of the ways students get to discover their academic and personal interests in middle school. From 
visiting the Outdoor Discovery Center for a hands on ecology lesson, to playing trumpet at the winter concert in the middle school band, to 
participating in a math competition at Western Michigan University with the Mathletes Club, students have the chance to be exposed to a 
great deal of learning in middle school.

Science, Trumpets, and Math,.........Oh My!



   From entertaining the community to serving 
the community, to performing in concert and 
sending students to the highest vocal music 
honors in Michigan, it has been another busy, 
successful year for the Fennville choirs, in 
both the middle and high schools. But anyone 
who knows Choral Program Director Jocelyn 
Leonard knows she will still push her kids for 
more, towards as much success as possible.

  This year the high school choir again had 
students selected for the Michigan State 
Honors Choir. Students Garrett Dragan, Marissa 
Latchaw, and Andres Garcia performed with 
the choir at a January concert held at DeVos 
Hall. Dragan was also named to the MSVMA All 
State Choir, the highest vocal music ensemble 

in the state for high school students.

In January the choirs donated more than $600 
in books to a high-poverty school in Flint, 
using money raised through bake sales at a fall 
concert. According to Leonard, she wants her 
students to think about others as they study 
music.

  “It’s important for teenage students to take 
the focus off themselves and put it on others,” 
Leonard said. “So we choose a cause and 
we raise money to put our focus on other 
people. This year our kids sent more than 

three hundred books to their peers in Flint, 
and even made cards to put in each book to 
wish students a wonderful 2017. Thanks to     
Cassandra Garpow, who purchased as many 
books as she could with the money we raised.”
The middle school choirs performed a holiday 
concert for elementary students focused on 
holiday celebrations around the world. It was 
part performance of bright voices, dance and 
color, and part education of different cultural 
celebrations during the holiday season.

  This year the music program will even stretch 
beyond the school year when the high school 
choir performs with the Lakeshore Chorus in 
June for the “Music, Give Voice” concerts. 

Garrett Dragan was surprised recently during chamber 
choir rehearsal by Fennville Superintendent Dirk 

Weeldreyer who was there to present Garrett with a letter 
stating he had made the most selective high school choir 

in Michigan, the MSVMA All State Choir. Garrett will 
head to Western Michigan University in May for three 

days of rehearsal and a concert.

MUsiC

FHS Athletic Director Frank Marietta and 
students Dan Palencia, Kamryn Vandyke, and 
Amanda Chappell listen to coach Joe Rodriguez 
talk to the student body about school spirit.

Fennville Choirs Create Harmony While Hitting the High Notes

As Fennville High School Athletic Director 
Frank Marietta explained the Battle of the 
Fans contest sponsored by the Michigan 
High School Athletic Association to a 
packed auditorium of Fennville High School 
students in December, he described the 
kind of atmosphere he loves to see in the 
stands at athletic contests. As he talked 
about Blackhawk pride, tradition, and school 
spirit, one voice rang out of the student 
body to put the issue into perspective.
“We’re a family here,” a student shouted.
Marietta stopped and pointed in the 
direction the voice had come and said 
“that’s what I’m talking about,” and the 
students broke into spontaneous applause.

Marietta challenged the students to join the 
Battle of the Fans contest, which included 
producing a video that highlights the points 
of pride students have for their school and 
athletic programs. Students organized 
themed events for the cheering section at 
basketball games, encouraged one another 
to get involved, and asked for displays of 

true sportsmanship.

The message of family brought fans 
together for great spirit in the stands this 
winter season, but more importantly, 
Marietta has seen the family atmosphere 
continue to grow in the halls and 
classrooms of the school, too.

“The Battle of the Fans contest and the 
emphasis on school spirit is all about the 
message that as Blackhawks, we belong to 
something bigger than ourselves,” Marietta 
said. “We have so much talent here, from 
our athletes to our band and choir students 
and student leadership, that when we come 
together, there is a lot for every student to 
be proud of and feel part of, no matter the 
part that student plays.” 

Though the Fennville students weren’t 
named the best in Michigan this year, they 
still did very well, and have a lot to be proud 
of and grow from in future seasons.
“I learned from the MHSAA we were in the 

top 15 in the state this year in the Battle of 
the Fans contest,” Marietta said. “For a state 
with 700 high schools, that’s not too shabby. 
Of course, we think we’re number one, and 
when the fans and students come together 
with positive school spirit, I think we make a 
pretty good case for ourselves.” 

Marietta was quick to give credit to his 
student leaders Amanda Chappell, Dan 
Palencia, and Kamryn Vandyke who helped 
organize the students and events in the 
cheering section of home games.

Blackhawks: The Best Fans in the Land

Choir director Jocelyn Leonard is silohoutted in front 
of the middle school choir as they perform their 

holiday concert for elementary students in December.

High School choir members pose with Mrs. Leonard 
before their winter concert. Fennville’s Choral Program 
has established itself as one of top programs in West 
Michigan, blending excellent instruction, talented voices, 
fun, and a strong sense of community into the program 
for students.
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At the National Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony on Thursday, 
November 17, eleven high school 
juniors were accepted into the 
Fennville Chapter of the National 
Honor Society.  Students qualified to 
apply for admission by maintaining 
a cumulative 3.25 GPA.  The Faculty 
Selection Committee reviewed each 
application and evaluated each 
applicant’s qualifications in areas of 
scholarship, leadership, service and 
character.

The purpose of the National Honor 
Society, which has hundreds of 
chapters across the U.S. and Canada 
and over one million members, is “To 
create enthusiasm for scholarship, to 
stimulate a desire to render service, 
to promote leadership, and to 
develop character in the students of 
secondary schools.”

In this year’s ceremony, the following 
students were inducted: Licet 
Romero, Madyson DeRoo, Braden 
Griffin, Karen Fernandez, Maria 
DeLucas, Alexis Burt, Lauryn Saylor, 
Rebeca Castillo, Josie Galiger, Kamryn 
VanDyke, and Tara Perry.

They joined existing members Marissa 
Latchaw, Kiley Burt, Andres Garcia, 
Kelsey Phelps, Anna DeMann, Francisco 
Orozco, Carlos DeLaRosa, Amanda 
Chappell, Madison Raak, Hannah 
Canfield, Allyson Moralez, 
Kimberly Morales and Vanessa Martinez.

Presiding over the ceremony were 
Mr. Jim Greydanus, High School 
Principal, and Mr. Ryan Ondersma, 
NHS faculty advisor.

National Honor Society Induction Ceremony

FHS Senior Tara Perry Wins DAR Honor
The Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) Award is a 
prestigious national award given 
each year to one high school senior, 
with awards given at the state 
level, and in each local 
school district who 
participates. FHS staff 
nominate students 
for consideration 
of the award who 
demonstrate qualities 
of dependability, 
service, leadership and 
patriotism in their family, 
school and community. 

This year, our FHS DAR Good Citizen 
Award goes to Tara Perry.  She plans 

to head to college next year, and 
while undecided is considering 

Hope, Albion, and Central Michigan 
University.  Tara is a member of the 
varsity cheer squad, and has been 
active as a member of the Robotics 
team and in National Honor Society. 

Her teachers and high 
school counselors describe 
her as fierce in her focus 
and determination to 
succeed, both inside the 
classroom, and out.
Last year Perry wrote and 
read an essay of thanks 
for veterans at the annual 
veterans’ day ceremony 
at Fennville High School 
that brought many who 

heard her message of patriotism and 
gratitude to tears. Congratulations 
on your award, Tara!

Tara Perry
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Junior and senior students at Fennville High School get the message 
every day that the reading, writing, and arithmetic work they are doing 
in their classes is preparing them for life after high school. While it’s true 
for all students, some students also want and need a different kind of 
high school experience, and they find those experiences in technical 
education.”

For these Fennville students who attend the Technical Education Center 
in Allegan, daily work also includes learning skills of jobs in the fields of 
criminal justice, heavy machinery, culinary arts, and computer information 
systems, to name a few of the programs they offer, and they often see a 
more direct pathway to life after high school in the work they are doing.

The Technical Education Center is a county-wide program open to kids 
in the school districts of Allegan 
County who want to focus on 
specific trades and job credentials 
while still in high school. While 
many of the students who attend 
the Tech Ed Center are planning 
to go to college, the chance to 
study a skilled trade or profession 
helps round out their high school 
experiences. Other students at the 
Tech Ed Center study a trade as a 
way to directly prepare to enter the 
work force after high school with 

credentials and experience that give them a head start in the work force”.

Fennville High School Principal and Guidance Counselor Tara Coffindaffer 
encourage students to attend the Technical Education Center, especially 
if they haven’t quite decided yet if college is in their future.

“We know students who attend the Allegan Tech Center get a great deal 
of benefit from the programs they offer,” Greydanus said. “We want our 
students to be as ready as they can after graduation to have choices about 
what they do, and for the kids who are choosing to enter the work force, 
technical education can help prepare them to succeed.”

Recently Fennville students at the Tech Ed Center participated in voca-
tional competitions at Kalamazoo Valley Community College, and many 

demonstrated that their time at 
the Tech Ed Center has already 
allowed them to earn distinction 
in a vocational field. Saul Morales- 
Rosas earned a gold medal at the 
competition in Biomedical Lab 
Science, while Gaby Cabrera, Krissy 
Okon, and Marcus Martinez won 
bronze medals in Dental Science, 
Physical Therapy, and Public Health. 
Karen Fernandez and Matthew 
Morales finished in the top ten 
in Nursing Assistant and Health 
competitions. 

Fennville Students Get Hands On Experience at Technical Education Center

Fennville High School Seniors Plan for College
Over the past two school years the same message to Fennville High School 
seniors has been on display in pretty much every direction they turn. From 
stars and flags on bulletin boards, to signs advertising the colleges and 
universities of Fennville teachers and staff people, the message is that 
high school is just the next stop in a lifetime of success.

The stars and flags have student names on them, or the names of colleges 
where students have applied in the first six months of the school year. 
And every flag and star is the story of a student who is both dreaming 
big for life and education after school, and making plans to get there.”

Much of the work to send that message comes from a partnership 
between the Fennville High School Guidance Office and the Advise 
Michigan Program of the Michigan College Access Network, a program 
dedicated to helping students plan for their education and lives after 
high school. 

Advise Michigan counselor Elyse Hogan has worked with Fennville 
students in that time to help them think about and begin to make the 
transition from high school to college. 

“We have worked for the past two years to increase student knowledge 
of the college search process,” Hogan said. “For many students, they are 
the first in their family to think about going to college, and every single 
one of those students helps to change the culture of their families and 
the Fennville school and greater community. In two years, we’ve made 
the college search process more of a normal part of student’s senior year, 
and that passes down from one grade to the next. This year’s junior class 
is already seeing it as the normal way we operate here.”

Hogan has worked in the FHS guidance office, working closely with 
counselor Tara Coffindaffer to think with kids about the many steps 
involved in the search, selection, and application to college, plus con-
siderations of financial aid, scholarships, and college-readiness skills.

“Mrs. Coffindaffer and I try to make the college search as personal as 

possible for the students we work with,” she said. “We know that every 
educational success students have after high school can change kids and 
families forever. Education gets passed down in families.”

Though Hogan will leave Fennville after this school year, she knows the 
work here is just getting started. 

“It has been amazing to work with Mrs. Coffindaffer and the Fennville staff 
to build a Michigan College Access foundation here,” she said. “But in so 
many ways we’re just getting started. We have to work to serve students 
who won’t choose college, but who might think about earning high-skill 
credentials to take into the work place, such as machine and tool work, 
or in the field of technology.”  

Hogan expects the program to continue next school year, and beyond. “As 
part of my commitment to the Advise Michigan Program, I only stay at a 
school for two years. After my two years, somebody else comes in, but that 
new person will have a head start. We’ve built a good foundation here.”

Students in the Allegan County Technical Education Center Building 
Trades program get practical job experience on real job sites, such as this 

construction project in Allegan.

Fennville senior Ally Morales places a star with a name on it next to 
a sign for the University of Michigan, one of the schools Morales is 

considering attending after graduation
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Annual Notice of the Right to Request a Personal Curriculum 
Modifying Michigan Merit Curriculum Requirements for Graduation 

What is a personal curriculum?
The personal curriculum (PC) is a process to mod-
ify specific Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) 
high school credit requirements and/or content 
expectations based on a student’s unique learning 
needs and post-secondary goals. It is designed 
to serve students who want to accelerate or go 
beyond the MMC requirements and students who 
need to individualize MMC requirements to earn a 
high school diploma.

Who may request a personal curriculum?
A personal curriculum may be requested by the 
following: 
• The parent or guardian of a student for whom the 
 PC is sought;
• A student who has reached the age of majority;
• An emancipated student;
• a teacher who currently teaches the student or  
 whose expertise is in a subject area proposed to  
 be modified by a PC, or who is determined by the 
 principal to have relevant qualifications;
• A school counselor or school employee qualified 
 to act in a counseling role.

If the request for a PC is made by the student’s 
parent or legal guardian, or if the request is made by 
an eligible student, the school district shall develop 
a PC for the student pursuant to the parameters 
outlined in MCL 380.1278b(5). 

When may a personal curriculum be requested?
If the student has an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP), the personal curriculum request may 
be submitted prior to 9th grade.
(Note: Any resulting PC may not be implemented 
until the student begins/enters 9th grade.) If the 
student does not have an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP), the personal curriculum request may 
be requested after the student has completed 9th 
grade.

For more information on the Personal Curriculum 
(PC), or to make a request for a PC, please contact 
Mr. Corey Harbaugh at (269) 561-7331, ext. 1169 or 
email charbaugh@fennville.org. 

HS Honor Roll - 2nd Quarter
GRADE 9
Roberto Bloom
Adriana Clark
Raymundo Diaz
Andy Estrada 
Eliza  Garcia Covarrubias
Coryne Howard
Arthur Johnson
Jamiha Kammeraad
Morgan Latchaw
Alonna Lee
Parker Machan
Jose Madrid
Malia Marquez
Yulissa Martinez
Gisseldi Miguel
Luke Obbink
Bonne Troutman

GRADE 10 
Nadia Allen
Leo Beach
Leah Boerigter
Chatpimuk Chaowang
Ashlynn Cluchey
Jace Cossey
Danielle Davis
Jovanna  Dela Rosa
Christopher Hicks
Macy Ilmberger

Christi MacDonald
Tabitha Martinez
Yessenia Martinez
Matthew McAllister
Alison McKellips
Jessica Mendoza
Clay Rosema
Austin Scovill
Sierra Till
Hunter Yetzke

GRADE 11
Maegan Anderson
Douglas Bellenger
Mckayla Brenner
Alexis Burt
Toni DeLuca
Madyson DeRoo
Kaylah Dumont
Michael Fuller
Josie Galiger
Diego Garcia
Braden Griffin
Jacqueline Hernandez-Chavez
Briana Hoffman
Molly Latchaw
Samuel Osgood-Nieboer
Angel Perez
Shasta Rios
Francisca Rodriguez

Maite Salamanca
Saul Salamanca
Alexis Saylor
Maria Schaeffer
Justin Schut
Jan Serrato
Sarah Solomon
Jadellen Stedman
Alexander Tietsort
Shianne Trevino
Kamryn Vandyke
Destiny Aguilar

GRADE 12
Jada Allen
Leonardo  Almanza
Cayla Baker
Cara Blok
Kiefer Brenner
Kiley Burt
Dominique Cabrera
Gabrielle Cabrera
Rebeca Castillo
George Castle
Amanda Chappell
Carlos De La Rosa
Maria Delucas
Anna DeMann
Raul Echevarria
Rosa Espino

Karen Fernandez
Casandra Flores
Andres Garcia
Autumn Graves
Kirsten Harrison
Alex Holtsclaw
Alejandro Jimenez
Mathew Korman
Emily Laguna-Perez
Marissa Latchaw
Julian Martinez Grigg
Allison Martinez
Vanessa Martinez
Erika Morales
Kimberly Morales
Allyson Moralez
Liliana Novoa-Rojas
Kristin Okon
Francisco  Orozco
Dan Palencia
Tara Perry
Kelsey Phelps
Alanna Porter
Davin Romero
Licet Romero
Lauryn Saylor
Nathan Suarez

Breakfast is offered to all students 
in the elementary school, middle 
school, and high school for no 
charge every school day. Breakfast 
service is located in the school caf-
eterias. There are a variety of items 
on the menu, such as pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, waffles, cereal, 
muffins, and fresh fruit. Check 
your school breakfast menu on the 
Fennville district website for daily 
choices. Elementary menus are 
sent home with students monthly, 
and breakfast and lunch menus 
are posted in all school cafeterias. 
Breakfast is a key component to 
academic success: studies have 
shown that students who eat 
breakfast perform better on tests, 
pay better attention during class, 
and earn higher grades.

Free School 
Breakfast
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“We’re like family at Pearl because we’re 
all together as one. I probably wouldn’t 
go to school without the 1-to-1 attention 
I get from my teachers and all the time I 
need to get my work done.”  
David Dickson, Senior,
Pearl Alternative Education High 
School

“You don’t have to be stressed at 
Pearl. All the students relate to each 
other and help each other, and we 
can just focus on what we’re here for. 
It’s calmer. The atmosphere isn’t so 
rushed. I like it.”
Gabby Soto, Sophomore,
Pearl Alternative Education High 
School

“Fennville is a great place. I have really 
good friends and we help each other 
no matter how much someone is 
struggling to learn something. The only 
reason I passed my Algebra 1 final is 
because my friends helped me study to 
get through it.” 
Luis Vidal, 8th Grade,
Fennville Middle School

“The sixth grade 
teachers make 
Fennville feel like 
family because 
they are really cool 
and nice. Learning 
is fun because 
we have a lot of 

talent in our school. We have good athletes, band 
and choir students, and really good artists.  The 
activities and projects we do in our classes make 
learning fun.” 
Autumn Rosencrans, 6th Grade,
Fennville Middle School

“When I’m in 
school I laugh 
a lot because 
my friends say 
funny things. I 
really like art. 
I have pictures that I made at school that I hang 
on my wall at home. My favorite is a picture of a 
cardinal I painted.”
Nebiyat Ludwig, 2nd Grade,
Fennville Elementary School

“I enjoy school, and I like 
going to gym to let all 
my energy out and have 
fun. We need to get our 
energy out because we’re 
learning long division and 
other things that can be 
challenging. When I go 
home and my parents ask what I did in school, I can tell 
them I’m learning a lot of new things. In September I didn’t 
know about math problems that are now easy for me to 
solve.””
Quinn Rosema, 4th Grade,
Fennville Elementary School

 “I like how 
people always 
try to do 
whatever they 
can to support 
our athletic 
teams and our programs like the marching 
band. In Fennville High School I want to be 
part of something bigger than me, and the 
entire community tries to support that.”
Naun Velasquez, Sophomore,
Fennville High School

“When 
I think 
about 
Fennville 
and 
family 
I think 
about 
all the 
little things that bring us closer together. Our 
activities like homecoming and snow coming, 
or the powderpuff football game, gave me 
great memories with my friends. Those 
are the things I’m going to miss, and the 
memories I am going to take with me.” 
Madison Raak, Senior,
Fennville High School

Question: In what ways is 
going to school in Fennville like 

being part of a great big
Blackhawk family? 



Behind the food service counter in the 
Fennville High School cafeteria, plants 
will soon begin to sprout in a row of black 
plastic buckets. In the weeks and months to 
come, students who watch the buckets will 
see an herb garden grow. Later, when the 
herbs are harvested, students will taste the 
difference fresh herbs make in the quality 
and flavor of school lunches. 

The hydroponic herb garden is an example 
of how Fennville Public Schools Food 
Service Director and Chef George Siedis is 
transforming how students eat meals at 
school, a vision for school food service that 
is much more like a fine restaurant than a 
traditional school cafeteria. Siedis believes 
students deserve a food experience at 
school that is an integral, healthy part of 
their total education.

“We have been working to bring the back 
of the house to the front of the house,” 
Siedis explains in restaurant terms. “We 
want our students to know as much as 
they can about the food we serve them. 
Food is an experience that includes smell, 
and the way food looks when it is prepared 
and presented. We think the meals we 
serve students are an important part of the 
education they receive.”

For Siedis and his food service staff, that 
means providing students with as much 
choice as possible at meal time, including 
and display cooking, where students build 
their own entrees as they pass through 
the lunch line. And it means cooking from 
scratch.

“As much as possible we like to build 
student meals to order,” he said. “We 
want our food service to be out in the 
open, and we want students to know the 
ingredients of our recipes. We know the 
more we can tell students about a meal 
option, the more they will be likely to try it. 
Kids are interested in food, and they have 
no problem telling you if a menu item is 
working. A few weeks ago we changed 

our pizza sauce because of the feedback 
we were given. We make our pizzas from 
scratch, and we want our students to help 
us make them better.”

But for Siedis the goal of Fennville’s food 
service goes far beyond students liking a 
piece of pizza. He wants the menu items 
he serves students to be as healthy as 
possible, too. From homemade refried 
beans to hand-carved turkey breasts 
roasted in school ovens, Siedis is committed 
to cooking from scratch, and in the process 
reducing the harmful additives that make 
up so many diets.

“We live in a time where busy families have 
access to food that is cheap and easy, but 
not always healthy” he said. “In Fennville we 

don’t want to just dump the food we serve 
students out of a bag or a box and heat it 
up. We want to cut back on preservatives 
and additives, and we want to replace 
sodium with fresh herbs and spices. We 
know if we make it ourselves, it will taste 
better, and it will be healthier.” 

Siedis also wants to serve local, with a farm-
to-table experience. “We are increasing 
our signage as often as possible so we can 
show students that the food they are eating 
came from here or a nearby farm. Working 
with our food distributors, we can show 
students that apples came from Garvin 
Farms, eggs came from Hamilton Farms, 
and blueberries came from South Haven. 
If students learn to look for fresh and local 
food, they will be healthier when then they 
are adults and feeding their own families. 
We think the little things, like fresh herbs 
and homemade ranch dressing, will help 
educate students and get many of them to 
rethink what food is supposed to be in their 
lives.”

The transformation of food service in 
Fennville is an ongoing process, but it starts 
with establishing a vision, and training the 
food service staff to deliver on it.
“The food service staff takes a great deal of 
pride in the meals we serve our students,” 
Siedis said. “We have fourteen people 
staffing our kitchens, so we work really 
hard to train staff and do as much as we 
can with what we’ve got. We work on very 
small margins, keeping food costs as low 
as possible, but healthy and tasty. We like 
the challenge, but we know we can’t go 
forward without a shared vision.”

In the months to come, Siedis plans to 
continue the transformation towards that 
shared vision. “We are going to work with 
new promotions and continuing changes 
to our food service. From our harvest of 
the month to food displays and student 
involvement in meal choices, we plan to 
continue to set the trend for school food 
service in West Michigan.”

Nearly 100 people attended the Family Fun Night at the Community 
Athletic Center in January hosted by the Fennville Great Parents, Great 
Start program. Kids and parents played basketball and pickle ball or oth-
er games together, made crafts, or even sang along to karaoke. Pictured 
to the left is Jose Osorio Sr. and his sons Emmanuel and Jose David who 
were able to enjoy a little basketball together at the event.

Families Gather for Healthy Fun
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Chef George Siedis and Val Wohlwend mix 
spices by hand into refried beans.
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Fennville Public Schools certified bus drivers transport over 800 
students daily traveling over 170,000 miles each year with a safety 
record second to none. We work very hard every day to maintain 
that good record.

Over the past couple of months, we have been reviewing some of 
our transportation procedures in an effort to enhance the safety of 
our children. In doing so, we have identified some items that require 
clarification to ensure that all parents, community members, and Bus 
Drivers are all on the same page.

Understand that the list below serves to enhance the safety of our 
children by being proactive and is not intended to inconvenience 

anyone. With your help and cooperation, we can all have a hand in 
protecting our most precious cargo.

• Please have children waiting for the bus so the bus does not have 
to wait for them.

• If your children miss the bus, do not bring them up behind the bus 
and drop them off. The bus driver cannot see them and they could 
be seriously injured.

• Never try to stop the school bus, block its path, or interfere with its 
operation in any way. Doing so threatens the safety of all involved.

• If you need to communicate with the driver, please do so with a note 
delivered by your child, or call the school office or bus garage and 
request that the driver call you on the phone.

• It is especially important for you to communicate through a note or 
phone call if you are angry or upset rather than approaching the bus, 
or confronting the driver. While operating a school bus the driver must 
be able to give full attention to the safety and security of students. 

• For the safety and security of our buses and all who ride them, un-
authorized persons are not permitted to board a school bus at any 
time. Drivers are trained to only allow assigned riders on the bus.

If you have any questions or concerns you are encouraged to contact 
John Schlack, Director of Transportation at 269-561-8131 or email 
jschlack@fennville.org

Thank You.

Transportation Information
for Parents

The Board of Education of the Fennville Public Schools in its desire to 
provide a lasting recognition to Clifford E. Paine, Jr. for his nineteen 
years of dedicated service to the school district, established the Clifford 
E. Paine Volunteerism award in 1989.

The purpose of this award is to promote the concept of community
volunteerism by the students of the district, and to provide special rec-
ognition for others who may volunteer their time and talents toward the 
improvement of educational opportunities in the district.

This is an annual award and will be presented to a member of the 
Fennville community who has distinguished himself or herself 
through community volunteerism and/or toward the improvement of 

educational opportunities for students in the District.

Any person may submit the names(s) of a candidate for this award. 
Nomination forms are available in the office of the Superintendent 
of Schools or complete form online at www.fennville.org, under the 
Community heading, or you may send an email to 
arodriguez@fennville.org to request form. Completed forms are due by 
April 15, 2017.

A committee, appointed by the Board of Education, will review all nom-
inations and make the final determination as to the recipient (s) for the 
award.

Clifford Paine Volunteerism Award

The Allegan County School Boards Association presents the 
annual “Outstanding People for Education Award.”  The purpose of the 
award is to recognize and honor people in education who are excelling 
in their field and/or are making an impact in the quality of education 
in Allegan County.  The Allegan County Schools Communication Team 
coordinated the award.

Examples of individuals to nominate could include the following:

•  Teacher, classroom aide, administrator, secretary, board member,
 volunteer, bus driver, custodial, food service, support staff, social  
 worker, therapist, consultant, community member or anyone
 supporting education.
•  Persons who have made a difference in the overall quality of
 education by demonstrating knowledge and skill in their area of
 responsibility, have developed unique programs that enhance
 the classroom experience, play a leadership role in education, are
 a true “team player” in the school setting, provide significant support  
 for a program or service, exhibit an attitude that promotes a positive  

 working and learning environment, has made an impact on the
 quality of an individual student’s educational experience by
 demonstrating sensitivity to the needs of individual students and
 provide service that is “above and beyond” their job description.

Nominations can come from anyone (students, parents, school staff and 
community members) and will be kept anonymous.

Each school district in Allegan County is participating in this award. 
Recipients will be honored at the Allegan County School Board 
Association Recognition Banquet in June. They will each be presented 
with an award designed by students from the Allegan Area Technical 
and Education Center. 
Any person may submit the name(s) of a candidate for this award. 
Nomination forms are available in the office of the Superintendent of 
Schools, on the district website at www.fennville.org or available by 
emailing arodriguez@fennville.org. Completed forms must be returned 
by April 1, 2107.

Outstanding People for Education Award

Bus Drivers and 
Substitute Bus 

Drivers Needed. 
Call Today!
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Classes Celebrate Reunions
On July 23, 2016 the class of 1960 and 1961 held a 
combined 55th class reunion at Spectators Sports 
Bar in Saugatuck.  A total of 43 attended from both 
classes.

Pictured in the class of 1960 are Back row L-R:  Chuck 
Symington, Jay Borowdak, Arlene (Bellenger) Sar-
gent, Ralph McMahon, Dave Turner.  Front row L-R:  
Dave Babbitt, Margretta (Power) Brunner, Martha 
(Egelkraut) Schoeneich, Sharon (Jennings) Hutchins, 
Sally (Galbreath) McKellips.

The class of 1961 are Back Row L-R:  John Damanskas, 
Eugene Foster, Sall (Bush) Joostberns, Rodney Woolfe, 
Hanford Brink, Keith DeZwaan, Dave McKellips,  Front 
Row Standing L-R:  Stan Nowak, Judy (Blanchard) 
Korn, Edie (Foreman) Cochran, Lucille Ostrowski, Mar-
gie (Sargent) Hjelden, Nancy (Johnson) Brown.  Sit-
ting L-R:  Jane Ann (Koning) Babbitt, Chet Miles, Mary 
Ann (Johnson) McMahon, Sandy (Atkins) Wagner, Dick 
Hutchins, Ed Manthey, 

The following Sunday several class mates from all class-
es attended and enjoyed a picnic at the home of Ralph 
and Mary Ann McMahon.

Dear Fennville Blackhawk Alumnus, 

The Fennville High School Alumni Association is busy at work planning 
this year’s graduation celebration for the 25 and 50 year FHS classes. 
We began a new tradition last year of having a dance after the 
ceremony for all FPS Alumni. 

Our governing Board is looking for new board members. If you 
interested, please contact Alice Rodriguez in the Superintendent’s 
office at (269) 561-7331 or email arodriguez@fennville.org to begin 
the simple application process. Part of being on the Board is helping 
to plan this awesome event. It has been so enjoyable watching the 
classmates interact each year. It is truly like they get to step back in 
time and you can see the “kid” in them come alive once again.

The past history of the Alumni celebrations, over the years, have been 
a bit of a checker board. We started our silver and gold ceremonies 
in conjunction with the senor class graduation. After many years of 
this routine, it was decided to have our own ceremony directly before 
the senior class graduation in the Sheehan Auditorium. This helped 
to shorten up the senior graduation and allowed for more time to be 
spent enjoying our alumni celebration. Realizing we still needed more 
time, we moved our event to Friday night as opposed to the Thursday 
night of which Fennville High School graduation was being held. Our 
choice to move to Friday evening has proved to be a quality decision 
by our board. We now have our own night with more time to enjoy 
and remanence.

We will now be moving our date up a week as well to avoid the 
Memorial Day weekend. Please save the date of May 19, 2017, to share 
a great evening of celebrating, dance, and reminiscing that will begin 
at 5:00 p.m. and continue into the evening. The charge for the dance 
will be $5.00 except for those members celebrating 25/50 years.
Anyone is welcome to share time with us. We will have more details as 
we make further plans. 
You can also get updates at www.fennville.org under the community, 
alumni tab or visit 
our Facebook page at www.tinyurl.com/fpsalumni.

Kindest Regards,

Lowell A. Winne, Jr.
President, Fennville Alumni Association

Fennville Public Schools Announces
Distinguished Alumni Program

Fennville Public Schools is announcing a new program of distinction 
for Fennville graduates. In order to recognize and inspire excellence, 
the Distinguished Alumni program has been created to honor truly 
outstanding graduates of Fennville High School.  To be eligible for 
recognition as a Distinguished Alumnus, the graduate must meet 
these criteria:

• Graduate of Fennville High School ten or more years prior to the 
 graduation date of current senior class
• Demonstrated personal characteristics of character, leadership, 
 service, and citizenship
• Demonstrated true and sustained distinction in a category 
 of nomination over a period of time, including high levels of 
 achievement, award recognition, and/or significant contributions 
 in their field.
• Demonstrated distinction that extends beyond the immediate 
 environments in which they live and work

The submission of a name for consideration must be made in one 
of the following eight categories:
  • Science, Medicine, and Technology
  • Business, Industry, and Professional
  • Arts and Entertainment
  • Humanitarian and Service 
  • Career or Military Service Distinction
  • Athletics 
  • Breaking Boundaries

Complete information and guidelines, nomination forms, and 
developed descriptions of the categories can be found on the 
Fennville website homepage, at www.fennville.org, or are available 
through the district office. Completed nomination forms are due by 
March 31 in the high school office. 

The Distinguished Alumni Program is a cooperative effort between 
Fennville Public Schools, the Fennville Educational Foundation, and 
the Fennville Alumni Association

If you are interested in serving on the Fennville High School Alumni 
Association Board, please contact Board President Lowell Winne or 

Alicia Rodriguez in the Superintendent’s Office (269) 561-7331.
Please also contact for information about upcoming events, 

programs, and opportunities to connect with other
Fennville alumni.
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Visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/fennvillepublicschools
And “Like” us!

Preschool Round-Up!
Fennville Public Schools coordinates preschool programming with Allegan County programs, 
including Head Start program and the Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP). To register for 

preschool, please visit the online site, at www.alleganpreschool.org, or call the toll-free enrollment 
number (888-824-0032).

You can also come to register your 3 or 4 year old for preschool for the 2017-18 school in person 
during Kindergarten Round-Up times.

Round-up for the Fennville  Preschools will be:
• Wednesday, March 15, 2017 - 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
• Thursday, March 16, 2017 - 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Fennville Elementary School Library

1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Last Names A-L

Thursday, March16, 2016 
Fennville Elementary School Library

1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Last Names M-Z

Child must be 5 years old by September 1, 2017, or must apply for a waiver if turning 5 years 
old by December 1. Please ask about this at roundup. 

Children should attend with parent so all are involved in this important transition.

Parents must bring:
• Certified Birth Certificate • Immunization record • Photo ID of parent/legal guardian
• Proof of residency within FPS district boundaries(current utility bill, house buy/sell 

agreement or rent/lease agreement.) 

Kindergarten Round-Up!
Come and join us in March to enroll your child in Kindergarten!

Please see important transportation safety information on page 14


